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| Progpectus. 

0 the number of Reviews already in exiſtence were the only point 
to be conſidered, there could be no reaſon to attract the public 

notice to a NA w One. Nor is it any apparent want of knowledge, or 

ability in the Authors of theſe publications, that encourages the preſent 


Competition with chem. As Critics, ſome of them perform their 


talk in a diſtinguiſhed manner; moſt of them ſo well, that, on the 
whole, the cauſe of Taſte and Literature receives, no doubt, a great 
advantage from their labours. But, highly as we value Taſte and Lite- 
+rature; and inſeparably as their intereſts are connected with ſuch works, 
there are objects of yet more importance continually preſented to 
the mind of a Reviewer; and thence reflected to the Public in ſuch 
coldurs as his Principles or Prejudices may chance to give. Such are 
the opinions that, from time to time, are publiſhed, on the two great 
topics of Politics and Religion. CRITICISM, though profeſſedly the 
primary object of Reviews, gives place, in point of public importance, 
tothe diſcuſſion of opinions on theſe ſubjects. It is of much leſs con- 
ſequence to a country, whether its Writers excel in Style and Diction, 
in the arts of Compoſition, and the yarious branches of Literary Skill, 
than whether their opinions on thoſe leading points are ſound and right; 
and whether their defects or merits of that kind are fairly or unfairly 
Rated by the periodical reporter. | 

Here then we find the evil that ſo much . a Remedy. Some of 
our principal Reviews have long been animated by a ſpirit very hoſtile, 
not only to the whole eſtabliſhment in Church and State, but to all that 
Engliſhmen i in general hold moſt ſacred, in the principles by which it 
ls ſupported; in Politics, to Monarchy itſelf; in Religion, to Chriſ- 
tlanity, 


7793 


L 24 

It is vain to temporize, by uſing words too weak for what they 
mould convex. The advocates for extravagant and democraticy 
claims of right, have never wanted their abettors, in thoſe dangeroys 
publications; ; and Chriſtianity, though not expreſsly rejected, is not to 
be diſcovered in that human invention, falſely called Rational Cr 
rianity ; that ſyſtem which diminiſhes the mercy of God, deſtroys the 
dignity of the Redeemer, and bends itſelf to-every fanciful hypotheſis 
that may chance to ſuit the private reaſon of any yain or capricious in. 
dividual, Is there a Writer who would give to the multitude rights, as 
well as Powers, beyond all definition or controul ? he is ſure of counte. 
nance or commendation. Is there, one who fills his pages with doubts, or 
with denials of all myſteries, and all that places Revelation above the in. 
vention or diſcovery of man? he too has found ſtrong advocates. Hi 
'blemiſhes are veiled, his beſt arguments are brought forward, his wori 
ſuppreſſed, or. aided by others of- more apparent efficacy : nor has the 
Reader any chance of being ſecured from danger, but by the ſoundne(s 
of his own principles, or by the caution which many have adopted, from 
neceſſity, that of viewing the whole Picture in reverſe, He is invited to 
a ſpecious feaſt, where the more the cates are poiſoned, the. more they 
are made alluring to the eye, and ſeductive to the appetite. 
On the other hand, with reſpect to works favourable to our Govern- 

ment, or our Religion, the oppoſite methods are employed. The 
Reviewer is a Counſel conſtantly retained againſt the Crown and 
Wan. The writer on their fide is ee thou ght to be minen: 


his errors; and if he gain celebrity or profit, it muſt be in ſpite 


ge the Reviewers, not by their aſſiſtance. 
To obviate theſe Arts, to check the courſe of Miſrepreſentation, and 


'give the chance of favourable hearing to the fide we deem the right, i: 
the object of the BRITISH CRITIC ; the Authors of which, though 
they never will deſcend to any thing unfair, can only undertake to 
' rite exactly as they feel; that is, as men convinced of certain truths, 
and zealous to defend them, in proportion to their high importance, 
They are, and they declare themſelves to be, firm friends to. real Li- 
| berty, as eſtabliſhed by the BrrTizH ConsTixV TION, and to real 

Phriſtianity, particularly as delivered in the Evangelical Doctrines of 
the Cuvrcn or ExcLanD. Such being their principles, they can- 
WWW 
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foundations of the Chriſtian Faith aſſailed, whether by pretended friends 


or open enemies; and, therefore, for their ſentiments upon theſe ſub- 
jects, they look for commendation only from ſuch perſons as agree with 
them, in what ſhould be maintained as everlaſting truths. Theſe are, 
however, undoubtedly by far the greater part of the inhabitants of this 
country, among whom, within the claſs of thoſe who read and think, 
nothing has been more ſincerely wiſhed, than ſuch an effort to reſiſt the 
forces, and repel the inroads of corruption. 

Alarmed by ſome apparent progreſs of what they could not but re- 
card as falſe and dangerous opinions, a Society of Gentlemen publiſh- 


ed, ſome time ago, a Propoſal for a Reformation of Principles. This 


ſociety, cenſiſting of perſons of liberal views, and of various ſituations 
and profeſſions, united only by the exigence of the times, which ſeemed 
to call for more than common efforts in defence of BzxiTieu Prrxci- 
PLES, and BRITISH HAPPINESS, was deſirous only to KEFOR M where 
previous Arts had introduced corruption: where ſound opinions yet 


remained, to give them due ſupport, and to yrEsERVE them. Among 


their plans for effecting this good purpoſe, was that of bringing forward 
a Review, conducted in the manner herein propoſed. 
Under the auſpices of that ſociety Tu. BRITISH Cz171c is now about 


to appear: the time appointed for its commencement being the Fizsr 


of Junz. How far it may deſerve the venerable name of CxIrIic, 
the Public will hereafter, decide; but BRITISsEH it will certainly be 
found, in all its ſentiments, and in the ground of its deciſions; accord- 


ing to thoſe principles that long have formed the glory of the Britifh 
Nation. In taking ſuch a line, if the Authors of this Review ſhould not 


be able wholly to eſcape the charge of partiality, they are at leaſt deter- 

mined to incur no accuſation of intemperance. By the ſcale of their own 
opinions, muſt all men judge of others ; we know not of any conſidera. 
tion that ſhould deter us from ſpeaking for ourſelves; and if. we 


plainly avow our Principles, we rather ſhould obtain the praiſe of 
honeſty, than meet with cenſure or ſuſpicion, A man partial to no 


opinions is a blank; he neither can have read nor thought. Having 


opinions, to affect a neutrality by which they ſhould be totally con- 


cealed, would be to make a ſacrifice without advantage; it would be 


' todiſpleaſe all parties. We would he candid, not infipid. 


Having thus largely given our Reaſons for the preſent undertaking, 
and expreſſed our feelings on the moſt important points connected with 
it, we ou only now to add, that in every other quality that cope to 
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be required in a Review, our endeavour will be to rival, if we cannot 


excel, the moſt reſpectable of our competitors: favourable to merit of " 


kinds, and particularly to the efforts of Genius. 
. Finding the form already adopted for Reviews to be convenient and 
proper, we have not attempted innovation, where we could not promiſe 
an improvement. Our Monthly Publication will, therefore, conſiſt, as 
they do, of two principal diviſions: a Review at large of ſome pro. 
ductions, and a Catalogue of others, more conciſely noticed. 

But as it appears that the quantity has been too far increaſed, and three 
volumes in a year are thought to lay too heavy a charge on public curio- 
ſity, we purpoſe, by avoiding Supplements, to confine THE Brrrün 
Cr1T1c within Two Yearly Volumes. | 

Foreign Literature, however, which chiefly occupies the Supplements 
of other Reviews, will not be neglected by us. On the contrary, from 


the affiſtance to which we look, we are enabled to promiſe a peculiarly ) 


accurate and intelligent execution of that article. But as few Readers feel 
as much intereſted concerning foreign publications, as with thoſe of their 
own country; and they who do, can eaſily obtain acceſs to foreign jour. 
nals; we ſhall keep this part within a moderate extent, and aſſign to it 


only one diviſion of our Monthly Catalogue: which will conſequently 


be diſtingyiſhed into two parts—Bri:4 Catalogue and Foreign Catalogue, 
As we commence our Undertaking in the Middle of the Year, we 


ſhall neither go out of the current year for ſubjects of Criticiſm, nor 


bind ourſelves to notice every work that has already appeared in 1793; 
but, from the date of our firſt publication, we mean to make our notice 


general; and, if poſlible, to keep pace with the publications that are 
iſſued, better than has been uſual with reviews. Long arrears of Cri- 
ticiſm are prejudicial, in many inſtances, to authors; and always are 
unpleaſing to the public. | 


Of any merits that may be peculiar to us, we ſhall leave our Readers 


both to judge and ſpeak. Learning and Sagacity muſt be ſhown by 


actual proof, not promiſed and held forth in previous boaſtings. If we 


have them, they will plead effectually in our behalf: if they ſhould be 
wanting, the more we had commended ourſelves, the greater would be 
the public diſappointment. The attempt itſelf argues ſome perſuaſion 
of ability to execute the taſk: — wil Ay our hopes, but not 
relax our efforts. 8 

Arxfl 22, 1793. 
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